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with complete impartiality, it could not expect to
be treated with respect in this country.

As regards German militarism and whether we
should substitute English militarism for it, I said
that if .that were going to be the end of the struggle,
it would be a tragedy. If militarism were not
crushed throughout the whole of Europe, the whole
of the British blood spilt in the War would have
been shed in vain. It must be put an end to, and
I certainly would be no party to anything which
would end in having a military system here.

On being asked if I very strongly opposed the
continuation of conscription after the War, I said :
Certainly, if we win the War. If we did not, we
should have to get conscription in order to
defend our homes.

On the question of black labour, I said that black
labour in this country was never proposed. We
were getting black labour in battalions for France,
because we could not get enough men behind the
line in order to save men in this country. We
could not take men from essential labour in this
country, so, with the consent of the French Govern-
ment, we had got battalions from South Africa
and the East in order to help in unloading in
France and also in road making,

Mr. Sidney Webb asked whether compulsory
service applied to labour.

I said there would be no change from the old
Administration as  regards labour.    But   it was
necessary to have a complete mobilisation of labour
in order to utilise to the fullest extent the country*
resources.

On being asked whether it was the intention to
continue this war until we had obtained a decisive